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LAST WEEK 
 
SENATE PASSES OMNIBUS FISCAL 2003 APPROPRIATIONS  -  On January 23, The 
Senate passed H. J. RES. 2, legislation that includes an omnibus,  assembling the remaining 11 
appropriations bills into a single measure.  The House had previously passed H. J. Res 2 when it 
did not contain the omnibus appropriation.  A conference date will be scheduled soon.  The 
current continuing resolution expires on January 31.  Several amendments contained across-the-
board decreases for all agencies that may lower spending limits slightly in the legislation. 
 
A summary of reported FY 2003 funding for NRCS is as follows:      

 
Conservation Operations..…………….....$840,002,000* 
 
Watershed Surveys and Planning………..$  10,960,000 
 
Watershed Rehabilitation…………..……$  30,000,000 
 
Watershed and Flood Prev. Ops..…..…....$105,000,000 
 
Resource Cons. and Development..…..…$   50,000,000 

 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Environmental Quality Incentives …..… $ 700,000,000 
  Ground and Surface Water….…. $   45,000,000 
  Klamath…………………………$     9,550,000 
 

Wetlands Reserve Program……….……   250,000 acres 
 

Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program   .....$   30,000,000 
 

Farmland Protection Program………..…$ 100,000,000 
 

*The Senate prohibits the funding to be used for technical assistance for mandatory Farm Bill 
programs. 



 
The Senate Conference Conferees are:    
 
Republicans  Democrats 
Senators Stevens, AK, Cochran, MS, Specter, 
PA;  Domenici, NM; Bond, MO; McConnell, 
KY; Burns, MT; Shelby, AL; Gregg, NH;  
Bennett, UT; Campbell, CO; Craig, ID; 
Hutchison, TX; DeWine, OH; Brownback, KS 

Senators Byrd, WV;  Inouye, HI;   
Hollings, SC; Leahy, VT;  Harkin, IA;  
Mikulski, MD; Reid, NV;  Kohl, WI;  Murray, 
WA; Dorgan, ND;  Feinstein, CA; Durbin, IL; 
Johnson, SD; Landrieu, LA 
 

 
 
================================================================= 
THIS WEEK 
 
STATE OF THE UNION ADDRESS – President Bush is scheduled to address the nation on 
the State of the Union, Tuesday, January 28, 2003.   
 
WETLAND CENTER BRIEFING - On January 30, Sen. Landrieu (LA) will host a briefing 
for several federal agencies, including NRCS, to discuss a proposal to establish the America’s 
Wetland Discovery Center in Lake Charles, LA.  Harry Slawter, Acting Director, NRCS 
Watershed and Wetlands Division will attend. 
 
================================================================= 
LOOKING AHEAD 
 
HOUSE APPROPRIATIONS HEARINGS - On February 13, 2003, Sec. Veneman is 
scheduled to will appear before the House Appropriations Committee to discuss the FY 2004 
budget. 
 
On February 27, 2003, Under Secretary for NRE, Mark Rey and Chief Knight are scheduled to 
appear before the House Appropriations Committee to discuss the FY 2004 budget 
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